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The Uptown Innovation Corridor embodies the best possibilities of Cincinnati’s urban future, one of cutting-
edge innovation, a vibrant cityscape, and broadly shared prosperity. As the ongoing work of the Consortium 
demonstrates, the Corridor is well positioned in the region as an engine of innovation and economic growth. 
Its cluster of higher education institutions, hospitals, R&D and innovation centers, cultural institutions, and 
private businesses has attracted significant research funding and job growth in past decade, a fact that 
underlines the full potential of the agglomeration effect of innovation activities. 

Within this context, the Uptown Consortium initiated a planning and design process to advance the Corridor 
with a distinctive, coordinated vision. The planning effort features the following in-process elements:

1. Market Analysis to establish an up-to-date understanding of regional employment drivers, market 
conditions, and real estate economics

2. District Concept Plan to illustrate a unified district/corridor plan and a compelling, marketable story and 
experience, with a focus on the four quadrants area

3. Development Principles to convey the fundamental physical development characteristics that are critical to 
realizing Uptown’s vision

4. Design Guidelines to provide specific recommendations for the design of the public realm, private exterior 
realms, and buildings within the district 
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Establish MIXED-USE 
GATEWAYS ALONG MLK at 
the intersections of Eden, 
Burnet, and Reading, and 
incentivize KNOWLEDGE 
CLUSTERS along Reading 
to strengthen identity and 
encourage walkability. 

Locate RESIDENTIAL INFILL 
near to and within 
residential areas, and 
focus PUBLIC REALM 
IMPROVEMENTS for 
pedestrians and bicycles 
along MLK, Reading, 
Burnet, and University 
to support local living 
initiatives. 

Ensure that future 
development contributes 
to a CONTINUOUS URBAN 
STREET EDGE ALONG PRIMARY 
CORRIDORS with general 
commercial development 
(R&D and Class A Office).

BIG IDEAS: Uptown Innovation Corridor



Reading Road 
• Central spine and “main street” of the district
• Accommodates multi-modal pedestrian, 

bicycle, transit, and vehicular circulation
• Public spaces and front doors create an active 

corridor, connecting the street to interior block 
innovation and green spaces 

Martin Luther King Jr Drive
• Critical, highly visible gateway
• High-volume transportation corridor and 

urban boulevard
• Defines the image and initial visual experience 

of the district

Ecological Corridor
• Green network that weaves active and passive 

parks, open spaces, and ecological functions 
through the district 

• Contributes to a unique district character that 
links development areas, creates a collaborative 
common ground, and enhances ecology

University Avenue
• Primary link between the university and the 

district
• Forms the “innovation heart” of the district 

at its intersection with Reading Road at the 
1819 Innovation Hub

DISTRICT CONCEPT: Connected District
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The development principles, coupled with the design guidelines, will guide the Consortium’s 
current and future decision-making regarding the location, planning and design, and quality 
of new development projects. They are intended to achieve the following objectives:

1. Ensure that the district is planned, designed, and developed in an orderly, consistent, and 
high quality urbanistic manner

2. Ensure that each individual project contributes in a complementary manner to the larger 
district vision and plan

3. Provide predictability and instill confidence that development quality will be consistent for 
the duration of buildout—from the first project to the last

4. Provide planning and design guidance and direction to all entities considering the 
development of property in the district

5. Provide the Consortium with planning and design criteria by which to review and evaluate 
proposed development plans

UPTOWN INNOVATION CORRIDOR
Development Principles



GREAT STREETS
1. URBANITY: Organize continuous building frontage along 

primary streets to reinforce Uptown’s identity as an urban 
place. 

2. ACTIVITY: Focus urban retail uses and other ground-floor 
active programming at key locations along primary streets 
to encourage an active pedestrian street and 18/7 urban 
environment. 

3. MOBILITY: Integrate safe connections for all modes of travel 
by separating the pedestrian and bicycle zone from the 
vehicular and transit zone.

4. STREETSCAPE: Create a distinct, pedestrian street character 
throughout the district with the creation of a street tree 
canopy and water management landscapes along primary 
streets.

5. QUALITY: Prioritize architectural and landscape design, 
material, and construction quality along key streets to 
reinforce Uptown’s identity as a leading innovation district.

GREAT SPACES
6. ECOLOGY: Reserve the ecological corridor along I-71 and 

respect existing topography to create a signature green 
space that supports the emerging innovation community.

7. COLLABORATION: Promote collaboration by establishing 
gathering spaces along the Reading Road corridor to share 
technologies and ideas, and create a close-knit ecosystem to 
foster creative growth.

8. PERMEABILITY: Create mid-block pedestrian visibility, 
access and connections between primary streets and open/
green space amenities to welcome the community. 

9. PARKING: Minimize the impact of parking on the public 
realm throughout the district by minimizing surface lots, 
screening garages, and utilizing below grade parking 
when possible. Ensure surface lots are designed to be 
programmable, usable spaces when not required for 
parking.

GREAT PLACES
10. DENSITY: Concentrate density on priority sites to create a 

vibrant, complete place at each phase of development.

11. MIXED-USE: Mix diverse programs within individual 
buildings and a block to activate the site, maximize 
investment, and balance land use.

12. IDENTITY: Ensure a unified Uptown identity along primary 
streets through streetscape and public realm design while 
encouraging complementary design within individual 
developments and buildings.

13. TRANSPARENCY: Buildings should be of high quality, 
modern design that reflects the image of the Innovation 
Corridor. Designs should include transparency, articulation, 
shading, form, materials, and other elements that link 
indoor and outdoor spaces and create a vibrant urban 
character.

14. TRANSITION: Address residential neighborhood edges 
with complementary scale, program, and character.

DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES
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Organize continuous building frontage 
along primary streets to reinforce 
Uptown’s identity as an urban place. 

1. URBANITY

Maximize street wall along 
MLK Drive to create urban 
boulevard throughout Uptown.

Flexibility to project upper 
levels into public space to 
reduce street width while 
providing more generous 
pedestrian zone.

Create street wall along Reading Road and 
other primary streets with flexibility to create 
public spaces and connections to the interior 
of development parcels.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



2. ACTIVITY

Active uses along primary streets.

Active uses at pocket parks and 
plazas to activate public realm.

Focus urban retail uses and other ground-
floor active programming at key locations 
along primary streets to encourage an active 
pedestrian street and 18/7 urban environment. 

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Integrate safe connections for all modes of travel by separating the 
pedestrian and bicycle zone from the vehicular and transit zone.3. MOBILITY

Pedestrian zone along building 
frontage.

Bicycle zone raised and separated 
from vehicular traffic and separated 
from pedestrian zone.

Potential transit only lanes.

Vehicular zone.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Create a distinct, pedestrian street character throughout the 
district with the creation of a street tree canopy and water 
management landscapes along primary streets.

4. STREETSCAPE

Continuous street trees provide
shade and district character.

Provide street furniture to 
encourage active street life.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Prioritize architectural and landscape design, material, and construction 
quality along key streets to reinforce Uptown’s identity as a leading 
innovation district.

5. QUALITY

Example material and construction elements:

1. Planting areas designed to manage 
stormwater

2. Integrated bench and planter wall

3. Stone pavers

4. Stone / brick edge detail along 
concrete walk

5. Contrasting color pavers

6. High quality, modern street furniture

7. Native landscape

8. Unified signage and lighting design
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Urbanity: Buildings are organized 
along the street including upper level 
overhangs to reduce street width while 
providing generous sidewalk areas.

Activity: Retail uses and other ground-
floor programming is located along the 
street.

Mobility: A generous pedestrian zone 
is provided while a dedicated bicycle 
lane is separated from vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic providing safe 
connections for all modes of travel.

Planting: Continuous street trees and 
planting unify the street, provide shade 
and water management, and improve 
the pedestrian experience.

Binney Street, Cambridge, MA

GREAT STREETS: Kendall Square



I Street NW, Washington DC

Urbanity: Buildings are organized 
along the street.

Activity: Retail uses and other ground-
floor programming is located along the 
street including outdoor dining areas to 
create vibrant street life.

Mobility: A generous pedestrian zone 
is provided with space for gathering 
and dining areas.

Quality: High quality pavers, benches, 
lighting, and materials help define the 
character of the place and unify the 
district.

Planting: Continuous street trees, 
planting, and lighting unify the street 
and create an identity to the place.

GREAT STREETS: The Avenue
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Reserve the ecological corridor along I-71 
and respect existing topography to create 
a signature green space and recreation 
corridor to support the emerging 
innovation community.

6. ECOLOGY
Existing drainage corridor to be 
protected as part of the development 
landscape and integrated into site 
stormwater management.

Preserve existing trees as a 
major landscape character, 
provide shaded space for 
outdoor environment.

Landscape provides outdoor 
collaboration space, seating decks, 
small gathering area for meeting, 
cluster events. 

Respect to the existing topography.

Provide information about the 
landscape improvements as a 
learning opportunity element of 
innovative environments for the 
community.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



GREAT SPACES: Park Concept



Promote institutional and neighborhood 
collaboration by establishing gathering spaces 
along the Reading Road corridor to share 
technologies and ideas, and create a close-knit 
ecosystem to foster creative growth.

7. COLLABORATION

Develop intimately scaled 
public spaces that are activated 
through adjacent building 
programming and landscape 
elements.

Building articulation can create 
small spaces and pocket parks 
along the street associated with 
building entries or programs.

Spaces should be open and accessible 
from the street to encourage use by all 
members of the community.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Create mid-block pedestrian visibility, 
access and connections between primary 
streets and civic/green space amenities to 
welcome the community.

8. PERMEABILITY
Mid-block corridors connect 
people from the street to inner 
block and the green corridor.

Various kinds of landscape 
along the corridor accommodate 
different uses for all users around.

Collaborate with surrounding 
buildings to populate the spaces.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Minimize the impact of parking on the public 
realm throughout the district by minimizing 
surface lots, screening garages, and utilizing 
below grade parking when possible. Ensure 
surface lots are designed to be programmable, 
usable spaces when not required for parking.

9. PARKING

Put parking below grade,
helping to negotiate elevation 
difference on site. 

Provide service road in the 
mid-block, connecting with 
loading docks and garage 
entrances.

Loading dock on service road

Inner-block surface parking for visitors, 
temporary parking and handicap parking 
only.

Hide parking garage with other 
building uses to ensure streetscape 
quality and pedestrian experience.

Materials and design of parking lots 
should allow and encourage other 
uses and programs to utilize space 
during off-hours. This includes choice 
of paving material, integration of 
landscape, and layout of space.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



DO - Inner-block Parking DON’T - Streetfront Parking

PARKING

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Vaco da Gama Platz, Hafencity, Hamburg

Collaboration: Gathering space with 
multiple program elements creates a 
space for collaboration and interaction.

Urbanity: Buildings help define the 
space with enclosure and ground level 
uses.

GREAT SPACES: Hafencity

Activity: Retail uses are located along 
the plaza bringing activity to the space.

Quality: High quality pavers, benches, 
lighting, and materials as well as 
special elements create a unique yet 
unified quality to the space.



Pancras Square, King’s Cross Station, London

GREAT SPACES: King’s Cross

Identity: Elements of the primary 
streetscape design such as pavers and 
tree species are carried into the plaza 
space to link spaces together.

Permeability: The plaza serves as 
a connector as well as a gathering 
space, connecting people from the 
street to the interior of the site.

Collaboration: A variety of spaces 
including hardscape, benches, 
movable furniture, lawns, and more 
provide opportunities for collaboration 
and personal interaction.

Quality: High quality materials and 
construction create an iconic space.
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Encourage and concentrate density on 
priority development sites to create a 
vibrant, complete place at each phase of 
development.

10. DENSITY

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



DO - Concentrated Development DON’T - Fragmented Development

DENSITY

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Mix diverse programs within individual 
buildings and a block to activate the site, 
maximize investment, and balance land 
use.

11. MIXED-USE
Office and Hotel as major 
programs along primary streets, 
to create district character. 

Gather residential uses near 
existing houses, reinforce 
community atmosphere.

Locate retail on the ground-
floor to activate pedestrian 
experience.

Residential

Hotel

Office

Retail

Garage

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Create a unified Uptown identity along 
primary streets through streetscape and 
public realm design while encouraging 
complementary, yet unique design within 
individual developments and buildings.

12. IDENTITY
Streetscape and public realm 
provides the unifying elements 
and identity of the district.

Special focus should be placed 
on architectural design and 
sidewalk, street, and crosswalk 
treatment at critical intersections.

Individual buildings should be 
complimentary to the overall 
district image while being unique 
and providing variety and visual 
interest.

Spaces and landscapes linked to the 
primary streets should incorporate 
certain elements of the streetscape to 
provide continuity while transitioning 
to individual designs further into the 
development.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Buildings should be of high quality, modern design that reflects the image of the 
Innovation Corridor. Designs should include transparency, articulation, shading, form, 
materials, and other elements that link indoor and outdoor spaces and create a vibrant 
urban character. 

13. TRANSPARENCY

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Address residential neighborhood edges 
with complementary program, design, 
scale, and character.

14. TRANSITION

Step building height down 
at neighborhood edge to 
compliment scale of existing 
fabric.

Massing can transition to larger 
scale as it moves away from 
direct neighborhood edge.

Develop active uses (non-parking) or 
park space at neighborhood edge. 
Screen parking with program if 
located along neighborhood.

Development Principles Uptown Innovation Corridor



Transition: Large scale, mixed-use 
buildings transition to smaller scale 
residential buildings at the neighborhood 
edge to complement the existing fabric.

Density: Initial development was 
concentrated in a compact area around 
a central park to create a sense of 
completion and a unique place early in 
the development phasing.

GREAT PLACES: University Park

University Park, Cambridge, MA

Collaboration: A central park gathering 
space creates a space for collaboration 
and interaction.



DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES

GREAT STREETS
1. URBANITY: Organize continuous building frontage along 

primary streets to reinforce Uptown’s identity as an urban 
place. 

2. ACTIVITY: Focus urban retail uses and other ground-floor 
active programming at key locations along primary streets 
to encourage an active pedestrian street and 18/7 urban 
environment. 

3. MOBILITY: Integrate safe connections for all modes of travel 
by separating the pedestrian and bicycle zone from the 
vehicular and transit zone.

4. STREETSCAPE: Create a distinct, pedestrian street character 
throughout the district with the creation of a street tree 
canopy and water management landscapes along primary 
streets.

5. QUALITY: Prioritize architectural and landscape design, 
material, and construction quality along key streets to 
reinforce Uptown’s identity as a leading innovation district.

GREAT SPACES
6. ECOLOGY: Reserve the ecological corridor along I-71 and 

respect existing topography to create a signature green 
space that supports the emerging innovation community.

7. COLLABORATION: Promote collaboration by establishing 
gathering spaces along the Reading Road corridor to share 
technologies and ideas, and create a close-knit ecosystem to 
foster creative growth.

8. PERMEABILITY: Create mid-block pedestrian visibility, 
access and connections between primary streets and open/
green space amenities to welcome the community. 

9. PARKING: Minimize the impact of parking on the public 
realm throughout the district by minimizing surface lots, 
screening garages, and utilizing below grade parking 
when possible. Ensure surface lots are designed to be 
programmable, usable spaces when not required for 
parking.

GREAT PLACES
10. DENSITY: Concentrate density on priority sites to create a 

vibrant, complete place at each phase of development.

11. MIXED-USE: Mix diverse programs within individual 
buildings and a block to activate the site, maximize 
investment, and balance land use.

12. IDENTITY: Ensure a unified Uptown identity along primary 
streets through streetscape and public realm design while 
encouraging complementary design within individual 
developments and buildings.

13. TRANSPARENCY: Buildings should be of high quality, 
modern design that reflects the image of the Innovation 
Corridor. Designs should include transparency, articulation, 
shading, form, materials, and other elements that link 
indoor and outdoor spaces and create a vibrant urban 
character.

14. TRANSITION: Address residential neighborhood edges 
with complementary scale, program, and character.
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